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becomes the chief. Accordingly the obsequia of the
citizens in the later centuries were regulated in such a
way that the citizen might contribute most to the fiscus.
He was not only made part of a machine, but it was a
tax-paying machine, and all his hopes, rights, interests,
and human capabilities were merged in this purpose of
his existence* Slavery, as we ordinarily understand the
term, died out, but it gave way to a servitude of each
to all, when each was locked tight in an immense and
artificial organization of society. Such must ever be the
effect of merging industry in the State. Every attempt
of the Roman handicraftsmen to better themselves was
a breach of the peace; disobedience was rebellion; resist-
ance was treason; running away was desertion.
Here, then, we have a long history, in which the State
power first served the national interest in contest with
outside powers, and then itself became a burden and
drew all the life out of the subject population.
In the Middle Ages a society which had been resolved
into its simple elements had to re-form. The feudal form
was imposed upon it by the conditions and elements of
the case. It was as impossible for a man to stand alone
as it had been on the hunting or pastoral stage of life
or on the lower organizations of civilization. There was
once more necessity to yield personal liberty in order to
get protection against plunder from others, and in order
to obtain this protection it was necessary to get into a
group and to conform to its organization. Here again the
same difficulty soon presented itself. Protection against
outside aggression was won, but the protecting power
itself became a plunderer.
This oppression brought about guild and other organ-
izations for mutual defense. Sometimes these organiza-
tions themselves won civil power; sometimes they were